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The Lord’s Work continues to Beckon Us

We needn't look very far to see the words and
works of our Creator being fulfilled as our country,
the promised land for the seed of Lehi, positioning
to go to war against those who would like to
destroy the freedoms of this nation as well as
Christianity as a whole. And in these times it
wouldn’t be difficult to lose sight of the vision of
Christ’s restored church as we become absorbed
with the events of our day and time. Even with the
current turmoil, | would call it tribulation, all around
us it remains the responsibility of the church to
assist and lead in the work of fulfilling the latter day
commission of Christ’s restored church.

I remember in the early 1980's when Christ's
church came under attack from the liberal factions
within the church and many were confused and
hurt that such a thing could happen because we
knew that the church and the fellowship that we
loved and enjoyed would be a thing of the past.
And | remember time and time again the inspired
council that was given the membership of the
Priesthood as they spoke to the concerns of the
membership. “ Know my words, scriptures, for they
will lead you in all things “. As we heeded these
words we became a people that studied as never
before and we became that people that preserved
Christ’'s restored church with it's ordinances and
structure and laws and we once again enjoy the
fellowship of the saints in our branches. We
became a liberated people able to engage in the
work of spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ as
never before and many of us were able to fulfill that
longing desire to take the word of God to the
covenant people of the Book of Mormon. God
knows the minds and hearts of his elect and
moves, as prophesied, to enable us to fulfill his
modern day revelations as we remain obedient to
Him. “ Know my words for they will lead you in all
things”.

My council to the membership of the Navajo

Ministry Support Group is to hold fast to that
original vision that fanned the flame of desire within
each of us to assist in the fulfillment of the first
commission of the Christ's Restored Church, the
taking of the Book of Mormon to its covenant
people, and provide ministry not only to our Navajo
brothers and sisters but to all who will be looking
for the true revealment of Christ in their lives in
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days that lie ahead. There is much to be
accomplished in the coming year that will take the
efforts of all as we move forword with the task of
sharing the eternal love of Jesus and his the plan of
salvation offered to those earnestly seeking Him.

The January membership meeting was attended by
some fifty members. We enjoyed a potluck dinner
followed by a business meeting where the plans for
the coming year were lined out and four priesthood
were elected to the advisory council for a three year
term. The four elected members are Pete Hughes,
Jim Jones, and Ed Good. Jack Clement was
elected as the alternate. The advisory council then
met and chose Mark Clement as president, George
Allen as vice president, Pete Hughes as secretary
and Larry Beecher as treasurer. Some of the plans
discussed by the membership include the purchase
of a vehicle to replace our old van, the building of a
storage building at the Ayze's. The building will be
used to store many of the donated items for the
church to be built in Pinon and our reunion
supplies. The annual reunion to be held July 14
through the 18, and hymnals bought as a memorial
to sister Angie Dooley were also discussed. There
was the first reading of a by-laws change which is
article Il section 3. and reads, The N.M.S.G. shall
elect an Advisory Council consisting of Priesthood
members, who are active in the N.M.S.G., during
the month of January each year. The newly elected
Advisory Council shall assume responsibility at their
first meeting following the election. The final
reading and vote will be at the next membership
meeting.

As members of the N.M.S.G. it would be easy for
us to be lost in the world events and local concerns
that Satan continually places as stumbling blocks
before us. But It is through our strength and faith
that is found in God, and the commitment we have
to be among those who will be found in diligent
labor when the power of His endowment will be
over his workers, that ensures the fulfillment of His
word.

May His blessings be over you and
your home as we look foreword to
the coming year of fellowship and
worship together.

Yours in Christ,
Mark Clement— N.M.S.G. President =S
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The Desert Wind

Robert Rolfe

From the top of the mesa | could see the wall of
sand coming across the desert. It would be a few
minutes before it hit. | started to pick up everything
that wasn't tied down, closed windows and all
vents. A few minutes passed as the wall of sand
continued to rush toward me. And then it was
there. The wind howled, the trailer started to rock,
and a fine dust started to filter in through every
hairline crack that couldn't be sealed. If you were
outside, your eyes would be filled with blinding
sand. Your hair and ears would feel like you had
been lying in the dirt. Your nose would start to feel
the grit of the sand as you breathed through a
cloth. The rushing wind. The power of the sand
and wind together. The look of the desert as the
wind and sand scoured a new texture on the
ground. There is simply nothing like it. And, | was
looking forward to it; because the rain followed the
wind.

| also looked forward to another wind in the desert.
Like the sound of a rushing wind, the Spirit of God
fills the hogan or tent as the prayers of the saints
spiral upwards to our God. Our hearts soar as His
Spirit fills our souls. We feel His presence. The
quickening of desire to serve Him washes over us.
There is a greater power here than at home. Is it
because of God? or is it because | have left
comfort and went to the desert to meet my
Creator? My soul is cleansed and my desire is to
serve.

The rain is over. It doesn't last long in the desert. A
small amount of water and the desert quickly
blossoms. Little flowers, what looks like
gooseberry shrubs, grasses; all grow immediately.
The desert comes alive so quickly. | understand
why Jesus said, "Whosoever drinketh of the water
which | shall give him shall never thirst; but the
water that | shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life." Water in
the desert. How precious it is. How much more
precious to gather the fruit following the giving of
the water of life.

It is now quiet. The double rainbow reminds of us
of our covenant. It is good to be here. Thank you
God for the Dine'
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Face the West to Remember our Navajo Friends

Gary (Pete) Hughes 2002 Camp Director

The 2002 Navajo Reunion is behind us. Again we
have returned to our routines.

The theme was 2Jesus Christ is our Foundation”.
God definitely directed us. The following part of
our theme scripture found in Helaman 2:74,75
keeps coming to mind:

“...That when the devil shall send
forth his mighty winds, yea, his
shafts in the whirlwind, Yea, when all
his hail and his mighty storm shall
beat upon you, it shall have no
power over you to drag you down to
the gulf of misery and endless wo,
because of the Rock upon which you
are built,...”

We certainly were aware of the mighty winds of the
adversary. The week was started with a death in
the Ayze family followed by a car accident that
resulted in another death and three other young
women seriously injured. We prayed and grieved
with our brothers and sisters. We were made aware
of other sorrows among the Dine'": the death of an
infant: a family left without a father. We also found
ourselves experiencing sickness, drought, strong
winds and the heat of the Arizona desert.

Many prayers were lifted up for our brothers and
sisters, their land, and our reunion. Through this,
we were blessed with rain, cooler temperatures,
and all were given the strength to endure.

The classes were well attended and the simplicity
of the message of Jesus Christ was well taught.

Statistics show that class attendance was up from
the previous year.

The classes were not the only place that we heard
the message going forth to our brothers and sisters
of the Dine'. It was frequently observed that many
were witnessing one on one as we waited for our
meals and while eating. Many were listening as
concerns and hardships were expressed. Some
had opportunity to share the gospel as they sat in
front of their campers or as they traveled the roads
of the reservation.

Several of us traveled back to Missouri together.
As we traveled, we witnessed one of the most
beautiful double rainbows we had ever seen. The
rainbow has always been our assurance that God
is with us. As we reflect back on the 2002 reunion,
surely God was with us. Each one of us was
where God wanted us to be. Each one of us
touched someone by our presence. Whether we
shared the gospel, held a grieving friend, taught a
class, fed the hungry, or were simply on the
reunion grounds, we will be remembered and next
year they will look for us to return.

I am challenging each of us to pray facing the west
to remember our Navajo brothers and sisters.
Pray for their families, their homes, food and
warmth for their children, their spiritual lives, rain
for their land, and etc. | am also challenging each
of us to be our brothers' keeper. Remember that
our routines frequently keep us from
communicating with those who need us.

During the 2002 reunion we were reminded of the
Foundation that we need to continue to build our
lives upon. Because of the strong winds we were
reminded of how quickly and easily the sands are
shifted when there is no foundation. We were also
reminded that each one of us leave different
impressions, the same way we leave a different
foot print when we walk through the sands. The
impressions of our footprints in the sand that we
left last July have been erased, but the
impressions we have left in their hearts will not be
so easily erased. May we each keep our Navajo
friends close to our hearts and constantly in our
prayers.
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Can You Explain God?

Barb and George Allen

As spring approaches and new life begins to be
seen as the fields and lawns begin to turn green,
we also look forward to new growth....spiritually.
Especially as we begin to prepare for the annual
Navajo reunion in July.

Each past year has it's special memories. It is
difficult to choose a favorite, as they all blend
together. We feel so privileged to be allowed to be
a part of this work. You know, being a part doesn't
mean being anyone or anything special.....just our
presence, to listen, to talk, to serve in any small
way, to show love and to be loved. All of this is
being a part of the whole. And all of this because
God loves each and every one of us and guides us
in whichever direction He chooses and we may
follow if we choose. Remember, you may be only
one person in this world, but you may just be the
world to one person.

Can you explain God? An 8 year old third
grade student from Chula Vista, California was
given this question as his homework assignment.
This is his explanation; "One of God's main jobs
is making people. He makes them to replace the
ones that die so there will be enough people to
take care of things on earth. He doesn't make
grown-ups, just babies. | think because they are
smaller and easier to make. That way He doesn't
have to take up His valuable time teaching them to
talk and walk. He can just leave that to mothers
and fathers.

God's second most important job is listening to
prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some
people, like preachers and things, pray at times
beside bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to
the radio or TV because of this. Because He hears
everything, there must be a terrible lot of noise in
His ears, unless He has thought of a way to turn it
off.

God sees everything and hears everything and
is everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So
you couldn't go wasting His time by going over
your mom and Dad's head asking for something
they said you couldn't have.

Atheists are people who don't believe in God. |
don't think there are any in Chula Vista. At least
there aren't any who come to our church.
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Jesus is God's son. He used to do all the hard
work like walking on water and performing miracles
and trying to teach the people who didn't want to
learn about God. They finally got tired of Him
preaching to them and they crucified Him. But He
was good and kind, like His Father, and He told His
Father that they didn't know what they were doing
and to forgive them and God said "O.K."

His Dad (God) appreciated everything that He
had done and all His hard work on earth so He told
Him He didn't have to go out on the road any more.
He could stay in heaven. So He did. And now He
helps His Dad out by listening to prayers and
seeing things which are important for God to take
care of and which ones He can take care of
Himself without having to bother God. Like a
secretary, only more important. You can pray
anytime you want and they are sure to help you
because they got it worked out so one of them is
on duty all the time.

You should always go to church on Sunday
because if makes God happy, and if there's
anybody you want to make happy, it's God. Don't
skip church to do something you think will be more
fun like going to the beach. This is wrong. And
besides the sun doesn't come out at the beach
until noon anyway.

If you don't believe in God, besides being an
atheist, you will be very lonely because your
parents can't go everywhere with you, like to camp,
but God can. It is good to know He's around you
when you're scared in the dark or when you can't
swim and you get thrown into real deep water by
big kids. But...you shouldn't just always think of
what God can do for you. | figure God put me here
and He can take me back anytime He pleases.
And...that's why | believe in God."
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“Apples and Bacon”

You gals may appreciate this recipe. It is a
Native Food taken from an article by Dale Carson,
author of three Native Cooking books;

"Over the years, | have made this dish over an
open fire at various events. It is a great treat when
it is very cold out. A little bit goes a long way and it
can be either a dessert, side dish or a condiment.
It dates from the 1600's when people needed the
fat to keep warm and the apples for the vitamins.

Fry one pound of bacon slowly. Remove the
bacon and set aside. Pour off half of the bacon fat.
Sauté 4 to 6 pounds of mixed varieties of apples
cut up into bite-size hunks, leaving skins on, in the
remaining bacon fat. While the apples sauté,
sprinkle them with one cup of brown sugar and two
teaspoons of cinnamon. Stir well and serve hot."

"For the grace of God which bringeth
salvation to all men, hath appeared; Teaching
us that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly, in this present world; Looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ;
Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works."

Titus 2:11-14

May God strengthen each of us as we strive to
obey, endure and look to the vision and hope of
Zion.

In Gospel Bonds,
George & Barb Allen

A Work Week
In the Desert

The Navajo Ministry Support Group is
looking for helpers to travel to
Pinon, Arizona for a week of work. We
will build the storage building and we
will make other necessary
improvements. We plan to leave
Friday, April 4th and would like each
worker to stay for as much of the week
as they are able.

If you are interested in participating,
please contact:

Mark Clement.
816 847-7121

IF YOU CANNOT GO,
SEND!

Frequently priesthood travel to Pinon, to provide
ministry and supply needs. We appreciate your
prayers and monetary generosity in the past and
trust that you will want to continue to support this
worthwhile cause as we work to restore the lost
tribe of the House of Israel to a knowledge of their
fathers and the truths of the gospel. We receive
donations given directly by you as individuals and
from Restoration Branches for the Navajo Ministry
Support Group. Other Native American organiza-
tions do not subsidize the N.M.S.G.

Please send your donations to:
Larry Beecher, Treasurer
2618 North Hoover Road
Buckner MO 64016

(Make checks to N.M.S.G.)
(A pledge form is found on page 11)




N

The Angels Rejoice

In Memory of Angie Dooley
Who faithfully spent her life witnessing

Angie joined her Savior September 2002

Dear Lord,

I know Your angels must be rejoicing this day
for You have called a very special person home.
Her name is Angie Dooley.

She walked upon this earth for many years
and Tom was by her side.

Lord, they touched our lives so many ways.
| never heard a cross word come from Angie's mouth;
only love and kindness did she pour out to us.
She shared her stories and testimonies
with all who came to her.

She shared when she was just a little girl
she sat quietly behind the stove that she might hear
the testimonies of Your missionaries
and Your great love for us.

She was a missionary too, dear Lord,
when she was just a young girl
she traveled into Mexico and shared with many there.
In later life she traveled there with her dear Tom
as he preached Your holy word
and then to Pinon they did go to share with many lives.
She loved to play her accordion
and sing Your praises, Lord.

She often sang in Spanish and lifted hearts to Thee.

She built a little shoe shop where she and Tom did work

where they did share Your love with those
that came inside its doors.

Lord, we are going to miss this special lady
that came into our lives but through the gift of memory
she'll never leave our lives
and someday soon she'll walk again with us
when Zion comes to earth.

Written by Pat Good
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And Joy Unknown
Will Fill Your Heart

By Diana Hughes
Written July 2002, right after Navajo reunion

In June of 2002, we attended the Family
Missionary Reunion at Graceland University in
Lamoni, IA. At the closing dedication service, those
who attended received several messages from the
Lord. | want to share a part of a message because it
relates to an experience that | had about Angie
Dooley.

aisten and give ear O house of Israel. The Lord
your Savior desires to speak to all My church, that
you may carry this message unto them; into their
hearts. For | am your Lord, Jesus Christ to speak
unto you and to confirm that | have inspired My
servants to speak these words to you. ... @ @Place
yourself on the altar. And if you will dedicate your
heart — and your mind — to do the Father's will in His
Kingdom, great blessings will be yours, and joy
unknown will fill your heart.”

4 desire to see all of you in My Father's
Kingdom. Will you choose Me this day and heed?
Will your hearts not open up unto the word, which |
speak unto you, that you might know of My great
love for you? That | might extend to you the greatest
blessings of heaven, if you will just open your heart
and your mind to Me and My word. And share it with
those who sit in darkness... You are to be their light
to draw them nigh unto Me. Unto Me! To show them
the truth again, that they might established in their
hearts My word. That they might not be the lost
sheep of Israel, but that they may be gathered into
one sheepfold, the sheepfold which | have prepared
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Even from the foundation of this world. | have
prepared it. Be ye a part of it¥sa” Hold steadfast, and
be immovable in your works, that your love may
abound and | might abide in you. And My Father
will abide in you¥as."

In July 2002, as we traveled to the Navajo
reunion, | was awakened at 4:00 A.M. by the voice
of Angie Dooley singing, &'ve got the joy, joy, joy
down in my heart. 2 | got out of bed and was
completely awake but | continued to hear her singing
this song. | have never had an experience like this
before. It was so plain that she could have been
sitting right next to me. (I have tried several times
since to imagine her voice singing and | just cannot
hear her.) After Angie finished the song, she said to
me, @ But | DO have joy in my heart, because |
KNOW that Jesus is alive. And | KNOW that He
loves me. For a moment, | was able to feel this great
joy in my heart that Angie holds in her heart.

We camped with Tom and Angie that evening. |
related my experience to them. Tom's reply was, 2All
Angie has been saying this entire trip, is @ have so
much joy in my heart.” though we have had several
trials, she continues to exclaim that her heart is so
full of joy”

a¥es,” says Angie, 2and do you know why my
heart is so full of joy? Because | know that the Lord
is in this work! And that we are where he wants us to
be!”

At reunion, for Wednesday's Junior Church,
Lynda and | asked Angie to share with the children.
We sang @'ve got the joy, joy, joy down in my heart”
and then Angie shared about why her heart was so
full of joy. She then told them, 8Jesus is alive and he
loves you and you and you¥s” She looked at each
child and she pointed to each one in turn until they
all giggled. 2 ¥4 and Jesus loves me too!” It was as if
| was hearing my experience all over again.

| feel that God has spoken to me through the life
of Angie. He is showing us the joy that can fill our
souls if we will dedicate our hearts + and our
minds * to doing the Father's will. At reunion, | found
myself continuously singing, &'ve got the joy, joy, joy
down in my heart.” But even more important,
Thursday evening as | walked through camp | heard
a young voice singing, @'ve got the joy, joy, joy down
in my heart.” | turned to see our young Navajo sister
Shelby singing. Shelby had just been baptized that
afternoon. The joy that Angie talks about is
contagious. Indeed there is great joy that the Lord
desires to give each of us if we will open our hearts
and do his will.

There was more to the experience that | had that
early morning before reunion started. After | heard
Angie sing and she told me about the great joy she
had in her heart, | was able to feel her joy but only
for a moment.. Immediately | became filled with a
great sorrow and | wept tears uncontrollably. The
tears were for myself, and for those that love her so

L

very much. For in that moment | knew that Angie
would be leaving the earth very soon.

As | watched Angie that week, | held her o so
very close to my heart! Many times | found myself
weeping as | watched her. | cherished the time that
she played the accordion and sang as only Angie
could sing. | knew that the singing hurt her broken
ribs and yet she sang with full joy of heart. |
cherished every moment that | visited with her. She
shared the stories of her daddy and the gospel
message that he took to Mexico and how she hid as
a small child behind the pot belly stove so that she
could hear more of this grown up talk about how
wonderful Jesus is.

| watched Tom as he looked upon his beloved
Angie with concern for her health. | watched them as
they shared together in their surprise anniversary
celebration. | watched Angie struggle to walk around
the dessert sand, and yet she was so full of joy
because she was where she wanted to be. She was
sharing the message of Jesus with these special
children of the Navajo.

The message that was given at the Lamoni
reunion tells us &f we will dedicate our hearts + and
our minds * to do the Father's will in His Kingdom,
great blessings will be ours, and joy unknown will fill
our hearts.” We were told that the Savior desires to
see each of us in His Kingdom. Angie is indeed a
part of the Lord's sheepfold, which He has prepared
from the foundation of this world. Her heart is indeed
open unto His word as was taught to her by her
daddy. In her life, she has expressed the true Love
of Christ. She has dedicated her heart £ and her
mind + to do the Father's will. Surely great blessings
are hers even now, and joy unknown has filled her
heart.” And joy has filled my heart because | have
known her.
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What A Friend We Have In Jesus

Navajo Reunion 2003 Theme
Gary (Pete) Hughes, Camp Director

“Behold he, [the Lord] sendeth an invitation unto
all men; for the arms of mercy are extended
towards them, and he saith, Repent, and | will
receive you”

“Yea, he saith, Come unto me and ye shall
partake of the fruit of the tree of life; yea, ye shall
eat and drink of the bread and the waters of
life freely;”

aAnd now | say unto you, that the good shepherd
doth call after you; and if you will hearken unto
his voice, he will bring you into his fold, and ye
are his sheep;”

Alma 3:57,58, 105

What a Friend we have in Jesus.
All our sins and griefs to bear;
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer.

Reunion is approaching. Again we seek
God's direction for a theme. We are called to
share the message of Jesus Christ and to let
our Navajo friends know that the Savior can be
their personal friend.

Words of this old familiar hymn come to mind:

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble any where?
We should never be discouraged;
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

Yes, there is trouble all around us. It is easy to
become discouraged. And yet we have the

promise that if we will take our trials to the Lord,
He will see us through.

Can we find a friend so faithful,
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

We have heard people say, ®What do | have to
offer in this ministry?°® Yes, Jesus knows our
every weakness. He will be our guide and He
will go before us as He has done before. He
knows the needs of our Navajo brothers and
sisters. With prayer and fasting, those needs
will be met.

It is our desire that we all will commune with our
Lord and Savior daily in preparation for the
Navajo reunion. Our world is in much turmoil at
this time. However the Lord still knows our
desires to serve. God is in control. He knows
our concerns. And as a good friend He is there to
be our shield and guide.

In His arms He'll take and shield thee;
find a solace

Thou wilt there.
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The Navajo Ministry Support Group
Proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the Navajo People

Navajo Restoration Reunion Registration Form
July 14" to 18™, 2003 near Pinon, Arizona
Theme: "What a Friend We have in Jesus "
Scriptures: Alma 3: 57, 58, 105

Name Priesthood Office
Address

City State Zip
Phone / - E-mail

List all those planning to attend: (List children's age if under 18)

Registration Fee:  $30.00 per person, $15 for 6-14 years, under 6 years - no charge
(Make checks payable to: N.M.S.G.)

Mail to: Gary SPete) Hughes

1701 NW 22" Street Court

Blue Springs, MO 64015

For Assistance, Call: Gary Hughes (816) 220-7669 or Mark Clement (816) 847-7121

Registration must be received by June 1, 2003.




Eﬁ Page 10

Purchase Cemetery Plots

and Support Navajo Ministry If you are interested in receiving the
Navajo Ministries Newsletter

Floral Hills Cemetery please contact

Blue Ridge Blvd.,

Independence, Missouri . Gary (Pete) Hughes

nmsg@rgosite.org

These plots are available for
$500. This is a very good buy
and the money will be donated
to Navajo Ministry. They are
located in the well established
older part of the cemetery.
Contact Mark Clement for more
information. (816) 847-7121

Please visit us
on the Internet.
Navajo Ministry Support Group

Web Site at:

http://rgosite.org/nmsg/nmsgindex.html




